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Dear AAP Community,

Welcome to Spring Quarter 2022! This is an exciting time of the

year that is filled with celebrations and excitement. We get to

welcome the newly admitted students in the Class of 2024/2026, as

well as congratulate and celebrate the graduating Class of 2022!

The staff of AAP are also happy to be back in person, while still

taking all the necessary precautions to keep each other safe. Some

services such as Peer Learning will continue to be offered virtually

through the end of the quarter. We are also planning to open

offices fully this quarter and would love to have you stop by and

meet our staff.

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to our AAP Staff and

student staff for their dedication, flexibility, the care they have

given to each other and our students during these challenging

times. Their work has enabled AAP to continue to provide

academic services and support without interruption. AAP continues

to be a leader in higher education at one of the most prestigious

and number one public research universities in the nation.

Finally, I extend my best wishes for the new quarter and look

forward to all the upcoming celebrations. Go Bruins!

Dr. Charles J. Alexander

 Associate Vice Provost for Student Diversity

 Director, Academic Advancement Program

The Academic Advancement

Program (AAP) at UCLA

acknowledges the

Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as

the traditional land caretakers

of Tovaangar (the Los Angeles

basin and So. Channel Islands).

As a land grant institution, we

pay our respects to the

Honuukvetam (Ancestors),

‘Ahiihirom (Elders) and

‘Eyoohiinkem (our

relatives/relations) past, present

and emerging.
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WINTER QUARTER IN REVIEW

Carter-Huggins Day Annual
Commemoration

DID YOU KNOW?

On January 17, 1969, two UCLA High Potential Program students, Alprentice

“Bunchy” Carter and John Huggins, Jr., were assassinated in 1201 Campbell

Hall. The assassination took place after a student meeting to determine the

qualifications for the selection of the first director of the newly formed Afro-

American Studies Center. The assassinations were characterized in the press

as being the result of an ongoing feud between two militant Black

organizations—the Black Panther Party and the US organization, which

supported different candidates for the director position. Three members of

US were convicted of the murders.
 

Both Huggins and Carter were leaders of the Los Angeles Chapter of the

Black Panther Party. Many speculate, however, that the assassination was

instigated by the FBI’s COINTELPRO which, at the time, was engaged in a

clandestine campaign to eliminate the Black Panther Party. 

UCLA's Afrikan Student Union (ASU) and AAP hosted its annual

commemoration for the two murdered UCLA students, John Huggins, Jr. and

Alprentice "Bunchy" Carter on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, marking the 53rd

anniversary of this tragic event. UCLA Alum Virgil Roberts, who has made a

significant impact in Civil Rights and also helped pioneer the creation of the

UCLA African American Studies Center, served as the keynote speaker at the

virtual commemoration.

 

On  Tuesday ,  Janua r y  1 3 ,  2022  AAP  and  the  UCLA

BRITE  Cente r  f o r  Sc ience ,  Resea rch  &  Po l i c y  hos ted

an  educa t i ona l  workshop  to  sha re  the  f ac t s  about

COV ID - 1 9  t e s t ing ,  preven t ion  and  t r ea tment  among  

 B lack  and  the  La t inx  commun i t y .  UCLA  and  A l taMed

Hea l th  Sys tems  B lack  and  La t inx  phys i c i ans ,

r e sea rche r s ,  and  sc i en t i s t s  sha red  impor tan t

in fo rmat ion  to  he lp  AAP  s tudent s  and  the i r  f ami l y

s t ay  sa fe .

.
Panelists Included: 

Dr. Medell Briggs-Malonson, UCLA Health and Clinic System &

Emergency Medicine. 

Dr. Sherrill Brown, Infectious Disease Specialist, AltaMed Health Services

Dr. Omai Garner, UCLA Health Pathology and Laboratory Medicine

Dr. Vickie Mays, UCLA Department of Psychology & Fielding School of

Public Health



QUARTER IN REVIEW
AAP  k i cked  o f f  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h
wi th  a  presen ta t i on  by  T r ima ine

Dav i s ,  V IPS  Reten t ion  Coord ina to r .  

 The  purpose  o f  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  B l a c k
H i s t o r y  event  was  to  honor  the

o r ig ina l  month - l ong  ho l iday  by

pay ing  t r ibu te  to  the  c rea to r  and  the

God fa the r  o f  B lack  Hi s to r y .  The  event

p rov ided  a  h i s to r i ca l  contex t  as  to

why  B lack  Hi s to r y  Month  i s

ce l eb ra ted  i n  the  month  o f  Februa r y ,

and  why  the re  i s  a  c r i t i ca l  need  to

hono r  B lack  Hi s to r y  Month .

The  UCLA  Cente r  f o r  Commun i t y

Co l l ege  Pa r tne r sh ips  a l so  ce leb ra ted

B lack  Hi s to r y  Month  by  hos t ing  a

se r i e s  o f  web ina r s  and  a  month - l ong

soc i a l  media  campa ign  tha t

h igh l i gh ted  B lack  h i s to r y ,  i nc lud ing

B lack  UCLA  Alumni ,  t r ans fe r  s tudent s ,

Pee r  Adv i so r s ,  and  CCCP  Scho la r s !

Fo r  W o m e n ' s  H e r s t o r y  M o n t h ,  AAP

ce leb ra ted  the  phenomena l  women

o f  AAP .   H e r e ' s  t o  s t r o n g  w o m e n :  M a y
w e  k n o w  t h e m .  M a y  w e  b e  t h e m .  M a y
w e  r a i s e  t h e m .

 



Born and raised in Pasadena, CA, Evan is the proud son of Mexican immigrants.
After transferring from Pasadena City College (PCC), he completed his bachelor’s
degree in Political Science from UCLA, a master’s degree in Political Science from
California State University-Fullerton (CSUF) and is currently a doctoral student in
the CSUF Educational Leadership Program as a member of the community college
cohort.

Evan is a former AAP student and participant of the many support programs that
UCLA offers. He participated in the Center for Community College Partnerships
(CCCP) Summer Intensive Transfer Experience (SITE), as a CCCP Scholar prior to
transferring, as well as the Transfer Summer Program (TSP), Student Transfer
Outreach and Mentor Program (STOMP), and as a Peer Mentor for CCCP during
his senior year at UCLA. He has received strong support from family members,
advisors, and mentors during his educational and career journey. The
opportunity to support AAP students and positively impact their lives and
community is one of the driving forces of his continued involvement in higher
education. 

From 2014-2017, he served as the Assistant Program Director for the First Star
UCLA Bruin Guardian Scholars Academy (BGSA), in the Bruin Resource Center
(BRC).  Evan also served as the assistant to the former UCLA Dean of Students
and for the last 3 years served as the Program Director for the Bright Prospect
Program. 

As the Freshman and Transfer Summer Program Coordinator, his main goal is to
make student participation as engaging and enjoyable as possible. Evan would
like FTSP participants to look fondly on their experience and understand that
they belong on the UCLA campus, and that places like AAP are invested in their
success and that they do not have to feel alone during their academic journey. 

INTRODUCING AAP'S NEWEST STAFF MEMBER

E v a n  S o t e l o ,  M A
F r e s h m a n  a n d  T r a n s f e r

S u m m e r  P r o g r a m
C o o r d i n a t o r

Nancy Ocana is a first-generation transfer student from Mid-City
Los Angeles, who identifies as a Chicana, Latina, and a non-
traditional parenting scholar. Because she did not know how to
navigate the community college system, she attended several
community colleges for over fifteen years. At East Los Angeles
College (ELAC) she was introduced to the Center for Community
College Partnerships and participated in the inaugural Parenting
SITE in 2017. She transferred from ELAC to UCLA in 2018 and
graduated in 2021 with a bachelor’s degree in Chicana/o & Central
American Studies.

Nancy decided to return to UCLA to work with AAP students. As
an AAP student who participated in the Transfer Summer
Program, Nancy had an empowering experience that prepared
her to transition to the quarter system. She describes the
professors in TSP as amazing, with high expectations of all
students. Just like CCCP, AAP introduced her to a different world
where people want to see students of color succeed and develop
their intellect. 

In her role as CCCP’s Administrative Assistant, she will support the
administrative needs of the office and students. Some of her goals
include to assist the CCCP student staff, create a welcoming
space, and to develop a lifeline for transfer students who do not
transfer into UCLA. She has learned that not all four-year
campuses have a Transfer Receptive Culture, Transfer Center, or
supportive programs like AAP. She believes in the power of
transfer students.
 
Nancy will be finishing a M.A in Chicana/o and Latina/o studies at
Cal State L.A in 2023. Once her son is older, she plans on pursuing
a PH. D in American Studies or Ethnic Studies. 

C C C P  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

N a n c y  O c a n a



Starting week 3, AAP Counseling/Peer Counseling will serve

students online or in-person. Students can easily get access

to a counselor via the REACH Drop-In Advising M-F 10am-
3pm or use Message Center at any time (we currently

respond within two business days) for general academic

questions. Students can also access and submit various

College petitions, including a link to REACH Drop-in, via the

AAP website.

AAP College CounselingAAP College Counseling
UNIT UPDATES

REMOTE ENGAGEMENT AND
ADVISING IN THE COLLEGE HUB

(REACH) VIRTUAL ADVISING
Monday through Friday

10:00am-3:00pm
 
 

If REACH is open and the button

is not visible, please refresh the

page.

 

If you are an AAP student, please

indicate “AAP-First Name and
Last Name” on your Zoom

screen name to direct your

REACH drop-in session to the

appropriate counselor.  

https://www.aap.ucla.edu/units/aap-college-counseling/


Center for Community CollegeCenter for Community College
PartnershipsPartnerships

Currently, the CCCP staff is available during office hours listed at

the CCCP Virtual Hub through Zoom. CCCP's physical offices are

located in Campbell Hall, second floor, room 2211 and are

currently open 

M-F from 9-5PM
 

cccp@college.ucla.edu

Graduate Mentoring

VIPS Scholars ProgramVIPS Scholars Program
CCCP VIRTUAL HUB

1218 Campbell Hall
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm

vips@college.ucla.edu | 310-825-2366

AAP Graduate Mentoring (GM) offers AAP students the opportunity to obtain valuable

research-oriented academic preparation in the social sciences, arts, and humanities.

GM is committed to social justice and to the transformation of the academy. In this

effort, a special emphasis is made to increase the number of low-income and

ethnically underrepresented students in graduate or professional school and in

professional academic and research positions. We also encourage students to

participate in service-learning opportunities and community-based research projects

in order to transform their undergraduate experience.

Graduate Mentoring services are available from 9AM – 5PM, Monday through Friday.

When not available in-person during scheduled hours please visit the Virtual Front

Desk. To schedule a meeting with a Graduate Student Mentor, please complete the

Graduate Mentoring Appointment Request Form. Please note that Graduate Mentoring

Drop In Hours are currently closed.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

CONTACT US
aapmentoring@college.ucla.edu

(310) 794-4186

Graduate MentoringGraduate Mentoring
appt. request formappt. request form

VIRTUAL FRONTVIRTUAL FRONT
DESKDESK

https://sites.google.com/view/ucla-cccp-virtual-office/home
https://ucla.zoom.us/j/97229819831?pwd=T1F2bFptUW4xUEFBY05KWVZmTXN3UT09
https://forms.gle/jkQPeDHrGgk3DK3j8


MEET THE AAP GRADUATE MENTORING 
2021-2022 COHORTS













Peer Learning
2022-2023 AAP PLF APPLICATION IS NOW OPEN!

 

What does it take to become a PLF?
Demonstrable command in the course(s) you want to PLF for; A strong GPA, especially in the courses and

discipline that you want to PLF for; Interest in helping your peers develop; Independent learning skills; Excellent

interpersonal and communication skills

 

Why Become a Peer Learning Facilitator (PLF)?
Sessions fit your schedule & are on campus: no traveling; One of the best paying student jobs on campus;

Opportunity to gain exceptional experience and resume credit We take Work Study!!

 

Want to Apply?
Visit our website to learn more AND submit your application. 

 www.aap.ucla.edu/units/peer-learning/
 

Questions? Email us at appeerlearning@college.ucla.edu 
 

Priority Deadline: Friday, April 15th, 2022
 

 

 

http://www.aap.ucla.edu/units/peer-learning/
mailto:appeerlearning@college.ucla.edu


Research, Assessment & Evaluation
The AAP Research, Assessment and Evaluation (RAE) unit maintains data on AAP programs and

students while designing and implementing assessments and evaluations that examine their

progress and outcomes. RAE provides data and data analysis support to all the AAP units,

campus partners, and stakeholders to inform AAP services and offerings.
 

Please direct any questions to aaprae@ucla.edu

mailto:aaprae@ucla.edu


Research, Assessment & Evaluation



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
 

TO THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 
AAP STUDENT STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD!

 
 

FALL 2021
 

 LAUREN BRAZILE
VIP SCHOLARS OFFICE ASSISTANT

 
TREVOR MCKENZIE

GM WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT & CONTENT CREATION
 
 

WINTER 2022
 

NAZANIN MOGHHIM
CCCP STEM PEER ADVISOR

 
SAORI TEJEDA

PEER COUNSELOR
 
 

FALL 2021 & WINTER 2022
 

REBECCA DE LA O
PEER LEARNING FACILITATOR/SUPERVISOR

 
AARON TANN

CCCP PEER ADVISOR & RAE RESEARCH ASSISTANT
 
 
 

Congratulations
 



 AAP
STUDENT ADVISORY

COMMITTEE
 
 

ADMINISTRATION
ASHLEY AGUBATA
CRISTY MENDOZA

 
CCCP

AYAH HAMDALLAH
BRANDON WASHINGTON

 
COUNSELING

BELINDA OLMEDA
ZACHARY ORTEGA

 
COMPUTER LAB

JACQUELINE FUENTES
DEBBIE MORALES

 
GRADUATE MENTORING

NIABI CAMPBELL
SIENNA MARTINEZ

 
NEW STUDENT PROGRAM

CHRIS ZAMORA
EDWIN ZAMORA

 
PEER LEARNING

DENISA TUDORACHE FERNANDO
LUPIAN

 
RESEARCH, ASSESSMENT &

EVALUATION
AARON TANN
LUIS GODINEZ

 
VIP SCHOLARS
NYGEL LEWIS

TAYLOR GREEN
 
 

 AAP
FULL-TIME STAFF 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 
 

ADMINISTRATION
FATIHA QURESHI

 
 

CCCP
PERLA PARTIDA

 
 

COUNSELING
LAURA SENCION-MENDOZA

 
 

GRADUATE MENTORING
SANDRA BRUKARDT

 
 

PEER LEARNING
EMMANUEL OWAKA

 
 

RESEARCH, ASSESSMENT &
EVALUATION

FELIZ QUINONES
 
 

VIP SCHOLARS
TRIMAINE DAVIS

Y O U
THANK

for your service and advocacy during the
2021-2022 academic year!

ANGELO BREWING



 












