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Dear AAP Community of Scholars,  

I am writing to share that after serving as interim Associate Vice Provost of Student
Diversity and Director of the UCLA Academic Advancement Program (AAP), I am
honored to step into these roles in a permanent capacity.

As a double Bruin, AAP shaped my own experience as a student by providing
support and a sense of belonging that allowed me to thrive at UCLA. Those
experiences have guided more than 20 years of my work in service of educationally
underrepresented students, and they continue to shape my vision for AAP today. 

Before stepping into this role, I oversaw AAP’s pre-college and summer programs,
including the Vice Provost’s Initiative for Pre-College Scholars (VIPS) and the
Freshman and Transfer Summer Programs (FTSP). During my 18 years with VIPS, we
supported more than 600 students with a 51% acceptance rate and an 89%
graduation rate. Over the past 11 years, FTSP has helped more than 4,000 students
transition into the academic rigor of UCLA. 
 
I am stepping into this role during a challenging time for higher education, where
institutions are facing increased scrutiny and we must think boldly about how we
support students. AAP has always centered student voices, and we will continue to
do so. Please join us in a welcome celebration with AAP staff and scholars on Friday,
February 6 from 12pm-1pm in the Learning Pavilion Patio in Campbell Hall during our
AAP Administration Community Hour. 

I look forward to continuing this work alongside AAP staff and campus partners to
ensure our community provides the resources, care, and opportunities students
need to thrive.

AAP Director’s
Message
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DR. JONLI TUNSTALL



FALL OPEN HOUSE

Fall Highlights
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AAP successfully hosted the AAP New Member Orientation and Awareness
Fair as part of the UCLA Welcome Week festivities. Nearly 670 enthusiastic
new AAP members joined the event, where our dedicated staff welcomed
them into their new academic home at Campbell Hall. Our scholars learned
about each of our units during our Resource Fair, and bonded over food and
prizes. This event marked a fantastic kickoff to the academic year, fostering

a sense of community and connection among our newest members.



WELCOME EVENTS

Fall Highlights
During Fall 2025, AAP was hard at work sharing information
regarding AAP membership and our various services -
including our McNair Research Scholars Program. We are
grateful for our partners: Students with Dependents, Life
Sciences, Transfer Student Center, Bruin Resource Center,
First to Go and the Latinx Success Center for giving us the
space to recruit during their welcome events.
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FIRST GEN WEEK
This year, AAP celebrated national First-Generation
week on Thursday, November 6 with a First-Gen
Community Hour sponsored by First to Go. Students
stopped by to write affirmations to other first-gen
scholars while enjoying Diddy Riese cookes & ice
cream!

BRUIN FAMILY WEEKEND
AAP hosted a family workshop led by our Counseling
Director, Vivian Salazar, during Bruin Family Weekend,
including a student staff panel.  Families and caregivers
joined us to hear about AAP services. Special thanks to
Zachary Gomez (McNair), Juliette Rodriguez (Peer Learning),
Desteny Martinez (Peer Counseling) and Mariah Strawder
(VIPS) for offering their tips on utilizing AAP resources!

AAPAN REUNION MIXER

The Academic Advancement Program Alumni
Network (AAPAN) hosted their inaugural AAP
Reunion Mixer on Saturday, November 8. This was
an incredible opportunity for connection, as alumni
from across the years gathered in community with
one another. AAP is so grateful to continue to
collaborate with our remarkable alumni!



FALL 2025 RECAP
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Scholarship Reception

A huge congratulations to the 81 outstanding scholars awarded AAP Scholarships
this academic year! Thanks to the incredible generosity of our AAP donors and

dedicated development team, we were able to award nearly $350k in scholarships.
Their commitment and care create meaningful opportunities for our AAP Scholars

for which we are forever grateful.



WINTER 2026
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AAP Town Hall



ADMINISTRATION
AAP Unit Updates
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WINTER SERVICES



COUNSELING
AAP Unit Updates
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COUNSELING
AAP Unit Updates
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MCNAIR 

AAP Unit Updates
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mcnair@college.ucla.edu Campbell Hall 1202 https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-
research-scholars/#welcome

Email Find us Instagram
ucla_mcnairscholar

McNair Website

https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-research-scholars/#welcome
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-research-scholars/#welcome


GRADUATE PEER MENTORS

AAP Unit Updates
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Students can now schedule an appointment with a Peer Mentor to talk about graduate and
professional school opportunities by:

Stopping by 1202 Campbell Monday - Friday from 9AM - 4PM or
Emailing them directly (Bios and office hours are below. Please include all your availability during
their hours for the next week.)

 Crystal Barajas - cbarajasrivera@college.ucla.edu (students interested in research Master's and
PhD programs and Transfer student)
Kaila Comerie - kcomerie@college.ucla.edu (students interested in professional programs) 

mailto:cbarajasrivera@college.ucla.edu
mailto:kcomerie@college.ucla.edu


WINTER DROP-IN HOURS

Explore AAP’s Winter Peer Learning Drop-in Sessions for English
Composition & Writing! Led by an English PLF, these sessions are

designed to help you support your writing, strengthen your
understanding, and succeed this quarter.

PEER LEARNING

ISSUE
N.2

WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU
UCLA AAP

VOLUME
6
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AAP Unit Updates

VIPS is moving forward strong this academic year! We are proud to share that we have
secured funding from LAUSD to continue providing the critical pre-college support to

students across LAUSD schools.  
 

Our C19 scholars (high school seniors) have successfully completed their UC and CSU
applications and are now actively applying for scholarships to fund their college journeys.

Simultaneously, our C20 scholars (high school Juniors) are focused on maintaining academic
competitiveness and preparing for their upcoming college application season.  

 
We are also celebrating our C18 scholars, who have completed their first quarter/semester

as college students. Those attending UCLA remain actively engaged in the VIPS program
through our Education course, where they are learning essential strategies for college
success, sharing tools and tips with one another, and taking full advantage of the many

resources UCLA has to offer.  
 

We are incredibly proud of their dedication, resilience, and progress of our VIPS scholars at
every stage of their journey. 

VICE PROVOST INITIATIVE FOR PRE-
COLLEGE SCHOLARS (VIPS)



SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
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The AAP Scholarship Application is now open! 
Join us for our first informational session workshop on Thursday, Feb 5.



Eligibility:
Must be enrolled as a full-time student during the entire 2026-2027 academic year.
GPA threshold of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale*
U.S. Citizen

Instructions:
Your application and all supporting materials must be submitted by Thursday, April 30th
2026 by 5pm; no late or incomplete applications will be accepted. 

A completed application includes:
1. Essay: Answer the question in a 500-600 word essay describing activities, qualifications
and connection to Arthur Ashe.
2. Two Letters of Recommendation: Both letters must be from individuals who are familiar
with you.

Essay Question: 
Arthur Ashe was known for his multifaceted career in a variety of fields–scholarship,
athletics, and humanitarianism. Is this a model you would like to emulate during your time at
UCLA? If so, how?

Please submit your application here: https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/ArthurAshe26 by Thursday, April
30th, 2026, by 5pm.

For any questions, please send an email to: aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu

*Final GPA will be retrieved by our office

SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
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Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship Application

The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship uses endowed resources originated from the Arthur
Ashe Learning Center (AALC) to promote service, scholarship, and sportsmanship–the very
values Ashe stood for as a Bruin throughout his life. Although Arthur Ashe Jr. is a legend in
many circles, there remains opportunity to spotlight the positive impacts he had on tennis,

his commitment to improving social conditions, and his concern for public health and
welfare. The scholarship will be awarded through the Academic Advancement Program

(AAP) in collaboration with an AALC appointed committee. The award will be disbursed in
the 2026-2027 academic year and is based on merit and need to student(s) who exemplify

the ideals Ashe displayed as a UCLA student. The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship is a
highly esteemed award with multi-year opportunity and average of $7,000.

https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/ArthurAshe26
mailto:aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/arthur-ashe-legacy-scholarship/


SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
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Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarship
Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarships are awarded to academically strong first-
year students who are committed to community service and plan to attend graduate or
professional studies after receiving the baccalaureate degree. This is a three-year merit

award, ranging between $1,500 to $6,000 per academic year. Award amounts are
according to final GPA.

Each Wilson Scholar will meet regularly with the professional staff of the AAP Counseling
and Mentoring Programs to devise an academic plan leading to the pursuit of an advanced

degree. Students will be paired with an AAP Graduate Mentor who will provide students
with professional advice and mentoring in their areas of interest. Mentors also advise
students on developing their resumes or curriculum vitae, personal and professional
statements and obtaining strong letters of recommendations from professors and

employers. Finally, Wilson Scholars are encouraged to participate in various programs
within AAP and the College of Letters and Sciences, including but not limited to: College

Honors, the McNair Research Scholars Program, MARC, and CARE.

Eligibility:
Be an AAP student
Entered UCLA as a freshman in Fall 2025
Have accumulated at least 26 units at UCLA during Fall 2025 and Winter 2026
Demonstrate academic potential for graduate study
Demonstrate financial need
Express an interest in attending graduate or professional school
Demonstrate an interest in community service

Instructions:
Your application and supporting materials must be submitted to
https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/AAPWilson2026 by Thursday, April 30th, 2026 at 5pm. No
late or incomplete applications will be accepted. 

A complete application includes:
Updated unofficial transcript (DPR is not acceptable)
Copy of your Financial Aid Award Notice (FAN)
One letter of support from a UCLA Faculty member or Teaching Assistant discussing
your academic potential and interest in community service and graduate or
professional school.

*For any questions, please send an email to aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu

https://www.aap.ucla.edu/aap-scholarship/wilson-academic-advancement-scholarship/
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/aap-scholarship/wilson-academic-advancement-scholarship/
mailto:aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu


AAP HAPPENINGS

WINTER
HAPPENINGS

202601.
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AAP Athletic DayAAP Administration
Community Hour

Lunch will be
provided!

https://bit.ly/AAPAthleticDay2026RSVP
https://bit.ly/AAPAthleticDay2026RSVP


MARCH
HAPPENINGS 202602.
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AAP Scholarship & Common
Experience Viewing

McNair Talks
Fridays Weeks 3-9



MARCH
HAPPENINGS 202603.

ISSUE
N.2

WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU
UCLA AAP

VOLUME
6

CAPS Drop-In Hours at AAP
Winter Quarter 2026

Computer Lounge is Open!



Academic Advancement Program (AAP)
@aapucla

Peer Counseling
@aap_peercounseling

McNair:
@ucla_mcnairscholar

Peer Learning:
@aap_peerlearning

Vice Provost's Initiative for Pre-College Scholars:
@thevipscholars

Follow our units on IG

Find us at
CAMPBELL HALL

OR 
WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU
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AAP 
Fall Recap


