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THE ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM (AAP) AT UCLA ACKNOWLEDGES THE GABRIELINO/TONGVA PEOPLES
AS THE TRADITIONAL LAND CARETAKERS OF TOVAANGAR (THE LOS ANGELES BASIN AND SO. CHANNEL
ISLANDS). AS A LAND GRANT INSTITUTION, WE PAY OUR RESPECTS TO THE HONUUKVETAM (ANCESTORS),
‘AHIIHIROM (ELDERS) AND ‘EYOOHIINKEM (OUR RELATIVES/RELATIONS) PAST, PRESENT AND EMERGING.
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AAP Director’s
Message

DR. JONLI TUNSTALL

Dear AAP Community of Scholars,

Spring Quarter marks an important moment in the academic year, and | want
to offer a special acknowledgment to our graduating seniors. Reaching this
final quarter reflects years of persistence, growth, and perseverance. We
are proud of you and honored to have shared in your journey.

As you prepare for what comes next—whether graduate school, a job, or
new opportunity—know that AAP supports you in pursuing the path that feels
right for you. You carry with you not only your degree, but the strength,
insight, and community that shaped your time here.

To our continuing students, stay steady and finish strong. AAP remains here
for you. Our commitment to your success and well-being does not shift, even
as the quarter moves quickly. We encourage you to stay connected, make
use of our resources, and continue leaning into this community of care.

Wishing you a strong and successful close to the year.




WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU VOLUME  ISSUE e ancament
UCLA AAP 6 N.3 Program

Winter Highlights

AAP ATHLETIC DAY

<~ UF .

In partnership with UCLA Athletics, the AAP community celebrated AAP Day at the UCLA
Women’s Basketball game vs. Washington State on Thursday, February 19, 2026 at
Pauley Pavilion. An amazing gathering of AAP scholars and alumni, AAP/CCCP staff,
FTSP faculty, along with family, friends and campus partners shared in the joy of an

unforgettable victory. Before the game, the AAP Athletics team put together an
incredible pre-event with an amazing panel highlighting ways that the athletic
department works collaboratively to support their student athletes. AAP Athletic Day
provided us with the opportunity celebrate this spectacular win as an AAP community.



WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU VOLUME  ISSUE e ancament
UCLA AAP 6 N.3 Program

Winter Highlights

FTSP 2025 REUNION
% % ks your ﬁminie

Welcome To The S ¢ —, e T
E/TCP Eeunion! 3

On March 1, 2026 scholars and staff who part|C|pated in our Freshman/Transfer
Summer Program 2025 reunited to reminisce on their summer experience with
peers, and FTSP staff & faculty who were part of their journey. Students gained a
head start on their college journeys by taking advantage of so many of the
wonderful opportunities offered in AAP in our 7-week summer program: Peer
Learning, Counseling, and research.
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Winter Highlights

AAP COMMUNITY HOUR

[EAl a8 McNair Research Scholars Program Rl
° A | A 1

McNair *#e %%

Community

Hour

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20,2026

During Winter Quarter, AAP launched Community Hours as an opportunity for
students, staff, and campus partners to come together, connect, and build
meaningful relationship in a relaxed setting. AAP Administration, Counseling,
McNair, Peer Learning, McNair, and VIPS hosted thoughtful events centered on
community and belonging. We look forward to seeing you at future Community
Hours in Fall 2026!
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Winter Highlights

TRANSFER WEEK

AAP celebrated Transfer Bruin Week 2026 by elevating one
of our amazing transfer McNair Scholars, xx, who shared
their research during McNair Talks, a series where scholars
i ¢ Present their ongoing research projects. Following the
i presentation, students and staff came together for our
Transfer Researcher Mingle to connect and celebrate our
Transfer community.

CARTER-HUGGINS

On February 25, 2026, UCLA’s Afrikan Student Union
(ASU) and AAP hosted its annual Commemoration
honoring Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter and John
Huggins, Jr. This gathering provided space for
reflection and a revitalization of continued advocacy
efforts to support our communities.

. New Student Programs, and the Vice Provost Initiative for
- Pre-College Scholars Program connected with high school
students at the Afrikan Student Union Higher Education
i Conference, sharing resources and opportunities available
through AAP. We remain committed to engaging and
L o5 S Scholars Program inspiring future Bruins by introducing them to AAP early!

STUDENT STAFF APPRECIATION

During Finals Week, we celebrated our AAP
student staff with Student Staff Appreciation
Week. Students were invitied to pause, recharge,
and enjoy coffee, tea, and pastries during this busy
time. Our student staff are essential to AAP. They
support our programs and make our work possible.
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SPRING 2026

AAP Town Hall
UCLA m&mm / =

2 Program
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— BULING COMNONTY THRDUGH
CREATIVITY & SUPPORT
o l AAP TOWN HAL

Join us for our upcoming town hall to
reconnect with AAP services, explore
ways to support, and get creative
together through arts & crafts.

SCAN TO RSVP:

IATEFR TS R T T T
uuuuu T TS T

MAY 07 | 5-6:30PM TR

Campbell Hall (1112B Learning Pavilion) e
wm & Zoom “gRgRLRl
j‘ﬂiﬁ https://ucla.zoom.us/j/955628 86049 ' "

Meeting ID: 955 6288 6049 - "

| i P R sl ) e = > b i e

\\\ unw am'mwm llii.

!!!!!

HTTPS://BIT.LY/AAPTOWNHALLRSVP



https://bit.ly/AAPTownHallRSVP
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AAP Unit Updates

ADMINISTRATION

SPRING SERVICES

CAPS & AAP
DROP-IN |

COUNSELING & PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES &
ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM
SPECIALIZED DROP-IN HOURS

CAPS’ drop-in hours provide free,
confidential, brief support or mental health
screenings. Drop in for an appointment in

NOEMI ROMAN, LMFT g
person or over Zoom! 48

NO
APPOINTMENT
REQUIRED!

Mondays 10:00 - 11:30 am
Tuesdays 2:00 - 3:30 pm

Location:
1232 Campbell Hall INFORMATION
Zoom Info: @ Phone
Meeting ID: 950 5632 2324 S
Passcode: 307957 @ Website
caps.ucla.edu/services/drop-in

Counseling &
Psychological Services
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COUNSELING

UCLA sty o=
HOW

TO CONTACT

AAP

COu

REACH
DROP-IN
[On Zoom] 10 min.

Monday
11 am -2 pm

Tuesday - Friday

10 am -2 pm
Mot supported by Safari, use a
different browser.
Please |nd|calc AAP in your name

aap_pesrcounseling

.
o P B
LV o~ i"t
PN
e

SELING

HWZ’ 2006

COUNSELING HUB

[In Person] @ 1205 Campbell Hall Q
Monday - Thursday A\
12 pm - 2 pm 1

Appointment setting / brief academic
questions can be answered by Counselor or
Peer Counselor

.

MESSAGE CENTERY/,
Reserved for general advising questions and
appointment setting.

Responses can take up to
5-10 business days.

+« AAP
OOI.I

Undargraduate Ecucation
(/97’8 Academic Advancement
Program

WHERE SHOULD | ASK
MY QUESTION?

REACH

VIRTUAL DROP INS
Max 10 mins session
(MYUCLA=ACADEMICS TAB>

REACH VIRTUAL ADVISING) _J\__

Brief virtual advising suppert for students in the College of
Letters & Science (add AAP to profile name)
# Schedule an appointment
= General petition information/status updates
= Senior Graduation Checks
= Quarter program planning only (not full degree planning)
= Signature for SAP financial aid appeals

N

HUB |

IN-PERSON SERVICE
COUNTER
MONDAY - THURSDAYS
12PM-2PM
[12GSCAMF’BELLHALL]J

HUB staffed by AAP Peer Counselors (students)
AND College Advisors
« Brief general academic inquiries for College of Letters &
Science
+ Schedule appointments (no same day drop-in)

\\‘_ + General academic policy and petition procedures

MESSAGE | -

to 5-10 business days

CENTER

INQUIRIES VIA MYUCLA _)

A\

Due to high volume of inquiries on MC, a response can take up

Request appointments: Submit your FULL availability for the
following 2 weeks and your reason for an appeintment

ALL urgent matters should go through the HUB or REACH
Petitions Results: Study List Petitions Tab on MyUCLA

A

\

WE CANNOT
SUPPORT IN:

>

Financial Aid inquiries (financialaid.ucla.edu/Murphy Hall A-219)
Specific major/minor inquiries (see departmental advisor)
Specific Study Abroad Program Questions

Enrollment into courses (see respective department)

Non-AAP holds other departments (see respective office)

s s s s s 8

Science (see respective School or College)
Transcripts/IGETC Submission (Registrar's: rcgistrar.ucla.cduu

( @AAP_PEERCOUNSELING ) (@ aap.ucla.edu )

Inquiries for majors/minors outdside of the College of Letters &
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nit Updates

MCNAIR

Adversity, Election News, and
Election-Related Distress in
U.S. Adults During the 2024

Election

— e LT
Resilience en la Lucha:
‘5 I'he Migration Trajecior T

|

Media and
§ Literature

of their research projects with faculty, staff, students, and community members. This
series provides scholars with an opportunity to present their work in a supportive
academic setting, receive constructive feedback, and strengthen their presentation
and research communication skills. It also fosters community engagement and
highlights the diverse scholarly contributions of McNair Scholars as they prepare for
graduate study.

mcnair@college.ucla.edu Campbell Hall 1202 https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-

research-scholars/#welcome

e e A e ] e D el ucla_mcnairscholar


https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-research-scholars/#welcome
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/programs/mcnair-research-scholars/#welcome
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AAP Unit Updates

GRADUATE PEER MENTORS

WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU VOLUME ISSUE UCLA Undergraduate Education

Students can now schedule an appointment with a Peer Mentor to talk about graduate and
professional school opportunities by:

Stopping by 1202 Campbell Monday - Friday from 9AM - 4PM or
Emailing them directly (Bios and office hours are below. Please include all your availability during
their hours for the next week.)

Crystal Barajas - cbarajasrivera@college.ucla.edu (students interested in research Master's and
PhD programs and Transfer student)
Kaila Comerie - kcomerie@college.ucla.edu (students interested in professional programs)

UCLA v e et
Program

Meel our
c“.aduat.e Peer

UCLA kl_ndafgraduata Education

arcaerant Program

tﬂm

o

About Me

Crystal Barajas (she/her/ella) is a proud pirst-generation Latina born and raised in
Los Angeles. She is currently a Master's student in the Ecology and Evolutionary HELLO, I'M
Biology department at UCLA. Her research pocuses on using a community science
approach and passive eDNA sampling as a bismonitoring toal to conserve biodwersity,

She previouak ranasarred frons LA oty ciige 27 11C Sarta Parkars Whars [ Kaila Comerie J

ABOUT ME

Public Health Student in Community

she earned her BS in Aquatic Biology. She has experience working for an
environemtnal nen-profit. art museums. and doing pobicy wark,

Fun Facts

minor in Public
I'm a proud cat mom ive iusti

reprodu

| love watching movies,
listening to music. and

relaxing at the beach (SCHEDULE A MEETING TODAVD MY HOURS

I am a leo and a middle

= Come to 1202 Campbell Tues: 9am-10:30am
to chat or email me at Wed: lpm-2:30pm

kcomerie@college.ucla.edu Thurs: 9am-10:30am
to schedule an appointment! Fri: 9am-1pm, 2-3pm



mailto:cbarajasrivera@college.ucla.edu
mailto:kcomerie@college.ucla.edu
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AAP Unit Updates

PEER LEARNING

IMPORTANT DATES & WAYS TO GET SUPPORT

Explore AAP’s Winter Peer Learning Drop-in Sessions for English Composition &
Writing! Led by an English PLF, these sessions are designed to help you support
your writing, strengthen your understanding, and succeed this quarter.

:sﬁ:'i:n:d\lanmnl Program

| UCLA [t
AAP X T
AAA A A P X LSC ATTENTION AAP TRANS?RC

ATTENTION AAP STUDENTS! STUDENTS!

WRITING ENGLISH
DROP-IN COMPOSITION

SESSIONS DROP-IN

k]

SESSIONS

You can now enter a drop-in appointment Are you in need of writing assistance?

with an English PLF at the Latinx Success Center! ; You can now enter a drop-in appointment
with an English PLF at the Transfer Student
Center!

Are you in need of writing assistance?

DENEVE B1 LOUNGE

WHERE: KERCKHOFF HALL 128
WEDNESDAY 2 - 4PM

WHEN: TUESDAY 3 -5PM
THURSDAY 3-5PM

Y
A
CONTACT US:

7 e
aapcnglishcomposilion’@émﬁil.;d[m o
latinxsuccess@college. Gelaadi 7
aappeerlearning@collége u{:!_a';e@(f e

7

N\

aapenglishcompositiona, -
transfersasacnet.ucla.edd
aappeerleamingacollegaicl

# - A,
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AAP Unit Updates

VICE PROVOST INITIATIVE FOR PRE-
COLLEGE SCHOLARS (VIPS)

\

The VIP Scholars (VIPS) Program is moving forward strongly this academic year. We are pleased to
share that we are working closely with LAUSD to continue providing critical pre-college support to
students across LAUSD schools.

Our Cohort 19 scholars (high school seniors) have successfully completed their UC, CSU, and other
four-year university applications and are now actively applying for scholarships to support their college
journeys. At the same time, our Cohort 20 scholars (high school juniors) are focused on maintaining
academic competitiveness and preparing for the upcoming college application cycle.

We also celebrate our Cohort 18 scholars, who have completed two quarters/semesters as college
students. Those attending UCLA remain actively engaged in VIPS through our Education course, where
they build strategies for college success, share resources, and strengthen their connection to the
UCLA community.

During winter quarter, VIPS hosted two key events: Saturday Academy and the Retention Refresher.
Saturday Academy brought together Cohorts 19 and 20 scholars and their families for workshops led
by VIPS staff, mentors, and Graduate Student Researchers. Topics included preparing for junior and
senior year, academic strategies, college preparation, financial aid, and navigating the transition to
college. The Saturday Academy also featured a Passion Panel for Cohort 20 scholars, with VIPS and
UCLA alumni Sam James and Coleman Bryant, along with current UCLA Law student Noah Massillon,
who shared their academic and professional journeys. The Retention Refresher supported current
UCLA scholars across cohorts with guidance on summer opportunities, scholarship requirements, and
campus resources, including the Career Center.

We are incredibly proud of the dedication, resilience, and progress of our VIPS scholars at every stage
of their journey.
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SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship Application

The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship uses endowed resources originated from the Arthur
Ashe Learning Center (AALC) to promote service, scholarship, and sportsmanship—the very
values Ashe stood for as a Bruin throughout his life. Although Arthur Ashe Jr. is a legend in
many circles, there remains opportunity to spotlight the positive impacts he had on tennis,

his commitment to improving social conditions, and his concern for public health and
welfare. The scholarship will be awarded through the Academic Advancement Program

(AAP) in collaboration with an AALC appointed committee. The award will be disbursed in
the 2026-2027 academic year and is based on merit and need to student(s) who exemplify

the ideals Ashe displayed as a UCLA student. The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship is a
highly esteemed award with multi-year opportunity and average of $7,000.
Eligibility:
o Must be enrolled as a full-time student during the entire 2026-2027 academic year.
o GPA threshold of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale®
« U.S. Citizen

Instructions:
e Your application and all supporting materials must be submitted by Thursday, April 30th
2026 by 5pm; no late or incomplete applications will be accepted.

A completed application includes:

1. Essay: Answer the question in a 500-600 word essay describing activities, qualifications
and connection to Arthur Ashe.

2. Two Letters of Recommendation: Both letters must be from individuals who are familiar
with you.

Essay Question:

Arthur Ashe was known for his multifaceted career in a variety of fields—scholarship,
athletics, and humanitarianism. Is this a model you would like to emulate during your time at
UCLA? If so, how?

Please submit your application here: https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/ArthurAshe26 by Thursday, April
30th, 2026, by 5pm.

For any questions, please send an email to: aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu

*Final GPA will be retrieved by our office


https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/ArthurAshe26
mailto:aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/arthur-ashe-legacy-scholarship/
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SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE

Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarship

Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarships are awarded to academically strong first-
year students who are committed to community service and plan to attend graduate or
professional studies after receiving the baccalaureate degree. This is a three-year merit
award, ranging between $1,500 to $6,000 per academic year. Award amounts are
according to final GPA.

Each Wilson Scholar will meet regularly with the professional staff of the AAP Counseling
and Mentoring Programs to devise an academic plan leading to the pursuit of an advanced
degree. Students will be paired with an AAP Graduate Mentor who will provide students
with professional advice and mentoring in their areas of interest. Mentors also advise
students on developing their resumes or curriculum vitae, personal and professional
statements and obtaining strong letters of recommendations from professors and
employers. Finally, Wilson Scholars are encouraged to participate in various programs
within AAP and the College of Letters and Sciences, including but not limited to: College
Honors, the McNair Research Scholars Program, MARC, and CARE.

Eligibility:
o Be an AAP student
o Entered UCLA as a freshman in Fall 2025
o Have accumulated at least 26 units at UCLA during Fall 2025 and Winter 2026
 Demonstrate academic potential for graduate study
» Demonstrate financial need
o Express an interest in attending graduate or professional school
o Demonstrate an interest in community service

Instructions:

Your application and supporting materials must be submitted to
https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/AAPWilson2026 by Thursday, April 30th, 2026 at 5pm. No
late or incomplete applications will be accepted.

A complete application includes:
« Updated unofficial transcript (DPR is not acceptable)
« Copy of your Financial Aid Award Notice (FAN)
e One letter of support from a UCLA Faculty member or Teaching Assistant discussing
your academic potential and interest in community service and graduate or
professional school.

*For any questions, please send an email to aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu



https://www.aap.ucla.edu/aap-scholarship/wilson-academic-advancement-scholarship/
https://www.aap.ucla.edu/aap-scholarship/wilson-academic-advancement-scholarship/
mailto:aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu
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AAP HAPPENINGS

Sexual Assault
Awareness Month

SPRING
0. © HAPPENINGS @ 2026

. CAPS Drop-in Hours at AAP
Computer Lounge is Open! Spring Quarter 2026

[ B Ty T 4 CAPS & AAP
SPRING QUARTER DROP_IN

DUNSELING & PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES &
ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM
SPECIALIZED DROP-IN HOURS

CAPS' drop-in hours provide free,
confidential, brief support or mental health
screenings. Drop in for an appointment in

person or over Zoom!

NOEMIROMAN, LM

~ &

Follow our instagram for
updated scheduling!

AAP Computer Lounge
M,T,W,F (10am-5pm)

Thursday 10am-11am & 1pm-5pm
Campbell Hall BII§

@asmrm‘" Yy

NO
APPOINTMENT
REQUIRED!

Mondays 10:00 - 11:30 am
Tuesdays 2:00 - 3:30 pm
Location:

1232 campbell Hall
Zoom Info:
Meeting ID: 950 5632 2324

Passcode: 307857

4 P -
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02 SPRING
‘ HAPPENINGS

Freshman Summer
Program Application

=

Gain a Head Start on

D & Graduation
uirements.

e — \
UCLA FRESHMEN -

Scholarships

SUMMER PROGRAM RRSiiae
JULY 28 - SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

Begin your Bruin journey with UCLA's Freshmen Summer
Program! FSP is an immersive 7-week intensive academic
residential experience that prepares first-generation, low- ‘ﬂ:}";&:“‘"“’“‘“ Rlu:r
income, and/or historically underrepresented students to Peer Mentorship

successfully transition into their first year at UCLA.

FSP scholars enroll in 3 courses taught exclusively by FSP
r, & one

€ om the FSP course list (courses count towards

degree andfor graduation requirements).

Develop Confidence &
Personal Wellness Skills

Apply to FSP to connect witl
= attend aca

Explore Research,
Graduate School, &
Career Opportunities

Contact Us
aapnewstudents@college.ucla.edu

Scan to learn more p.uclaedu for course descriptions,

& apply! fees, important deadlines & more Create Lifelong Community,
Frl-nduhlps% Networks
Undergraduate Education - n\A .1
Nm.ﬂ‘mcmmmr’a‘“ FecreiBudentid s of

Know any incoming Bruins?
Encourage them to apply to our
summer bridge program!

Undergraduate Education
o00F U[8 8 Academic Advancement
' Program

> 2026

High Aims Program
Application

The goal of HIGH AIMS is to support UCLA
undergraduate students interested in
pursuing a health profession through
mentoring, academics, and career guidance.

PROGRAM DETAILS:

ain
duation

Questions? Emall: hghaims @medne! tcla edi High AIMS is a collaboration between UCLA AAP, PRIME-LA, and the COE.

Apply to HIGH AIMS
by April 27th!
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SPRING
03. © HAPPENINGS © 2026

Interested in Becoming a PLF? PLF Application Information

UCLA m.;mmmn Program

2026 - 2027 PLF Application NQW QPEN!
Information Sessions 2026-2027 PLE

Join us to learn more about what it means to be a APPLICATIONS SCAN ME
Peer Learning Facilitator (PLF)! Meet the Lab —

@ 0@

Manager, meet the PLF Supervisors, ask || WHAT IS A PLF?

uestions, and more! PRIORITY | .
ks DEADLINE: P%;lrllli-:fonglggppoﬂ
: ‘ Sunday, || <givping. ‘:J‘J.’f
Learn More About e April26th by ||| e elinneded

* AAP Peer Learning’s 11:59 p.-m. [ ussu- ey have
o Tuesday, April 14,2026 e - km mﬁl: courses
Wha ¢ 400pm. - 500p.m. + PLFs encourage their
* tisa PLF? * 1112 Campbell Hall > || peers h':‘hrecogm:e fi’lelr
own authority as
o H'lghlht}rcr]tma : Nlmle ]uha G“nm WHYW—foECQMEfA f‘“nkers an earners.

PLF?

nicol .ucla.edu

* PLF Job Description Sess ns fit ﬁour

= Application Components Math & Sciences Lab mmp:,‘: i .',’.,"g
« Selection D « Tuesday, April 14, 2026 requir

* 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. + One of the best

« 1112 Campbell Hall gg::;gsstudeni jobs on

Mission

* Nicole Julia Gutierrez: o " -
rl-wluo- Ihlwu'lil* nlmlggﬂlsgg-lldﬂ-ﬂi“ chgggi:n\:f?r{c L

past X
'darllr deadline!® experience

Want Writing Support?

ARE YOU IN NEED OF ANY
WRITING ASSISTANCE?

For Additional Information/Questions




Find us at

CAMPBELL HALL
OR
WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU

Academic Advancement Program (AAP)
@aapucla

Peer Counseling
@aap_peercounseling

McNair:
@ucla_mcnairscholar

Peer Leaming:
@aap_peerleaming

Vice Provost's Initiative for Pre-College Scholars:
@thevipscholars
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	DR. JONLI TUNSTALL
	Dear AAP Community of Scholars,
	Spring Quarter marks an important moment in the academic year, and I want to offer a special acknowledgment to our graduating seniors. Reaching this final quarter reflects years of persistence, growth, and perseverance. We are proud of you and honored to have shared in your journey.
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	To our continuing students, stay steady and finish strong. AAP remains here for you. Our commitment to your success and well-being does not shift, even as the quarter moves quickly. We encourage you to stay connected, make use of our resources, and continue leaning into this community of care.
	Wishing you a strong and successful close to the year.
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	AAP ATHLETIC DAY
	In partnership with UCLA Athletics, the AAP community celebrated AAP Day at the UCLA Women’s Basketball game vs. Washington State on Thursday, February 19, 2026 at Pauley Pavilion. An amazing gathering of AAP scholars and alumni, AAP/CCCP staff, FTSP faculty, along with family, friends and campus partners shared in the joy of an unforgettable victory. Before the game, the AAP Athletics team put together an incredible pre-event with an amazing panel highlighting ways that the athletic department works collaboratively to support their student athletes. AAP Athletic Day provided us with the opportunity celebrate this spectacular win as an AAP community.
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	FTSP 2025 REUNION
	On March 11, 2026, scholars and staff who participated in our Freshman/Transfer Summer Program 2025 reunited to reminisce on their summer experience with peers, and FTSP staff & faculty who were part of their journey. Students gained a head start on their college journeys by taking advantage of so many of the wonderful opportunities offered in AAP in our 7-week summer program: Peer Learning, Counseling, and research.
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	Winter Highlights
	AAP COMMUNITY HOUR
	McNair
	Counseling
	Admin
	During Winter Quarter, AAP launched Community Hours as an opportunity for students, staff, and campus partners to come together, connect, and build meaningful relationship in a relaxed setting. AAP Administration, Counseling, McNair, Peer Learning, McNair, and VIPS hosted thoughtful events centered on community and belonging. We look forward to seeing you at future Community Hours in Fall 2026!
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	Winter Highlights
	TRANSFER WEEK
	AAP celebrated Transfer Bruin Week 2026 by elevating one of our amazing transfer McNair Scholars, xx, who shared their research during McNair Talks, a series where scholars present their ongoing research projects. Following the presentation, students and staff came together for our Transfer Researcher Mingle to connect and celebrate our Transfer community.

	CARTER-HUGGINS
	On February 25, 2026, UCLA’s Afrikan Student Union (ASU) and AAP hosted its annual Commemoration honoring Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter and John Huggins, Jr. This gathering provided space for reflection and a revitalization of continued advocacy efforts to support our communities.

	OUTREACH
	On Friday, February 27, McNair Research Scholars Program, New Student Programs, and the Vice Provost Initiative for Pre-College Scholars Program connected with high school students at the Afrikan Student Union Higher Education Conference, sharing resources and opportunities available through AAP. We remain committed to engaging and inspiring future Bruins by introducing them to AAP early!

	STUDENT STAFF APPRECIATION
	During Finals Week, we celebrated our AAP student staff with Student Staff Appreciation Week. Students were invitied to pause, recharge, and enjoy coffee, tea, and pastries during this busy time. Our student staff are essential to AAP. They support our programs and make our work possible.
	WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU UCLA AAP
	VOLUME 6



	SPRING 2026

	AAP Town Hall
	HTTPS://BIT.LY/AAPTOWNHALLRSVP
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	AAP Unit Updates
	ADMINISTRATION
	SPRING SERVICES
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	AAP Unit Updates
	COUNSELING
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	AAP Unit Updates
	MCNAIR
	The Winter McNair Talks is a series in which senior McNair Scholars share the progress of their research projects with faculty, staff, students, and community members. This series provides scholars with an opportunity to present their work in a supportive academic setting, receive constructive feedback, and strengthen their presentation and research communication skills. It also fosters community engagement and highlights the diverse scholarly contributions of McNair Scholars as they prepare for graduate study.
	Email
	McNair Website
	Find us
	Instagram
	mcnair@college.ucla.edu
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	AAP Unit Updates
	GRADUATE PEER MENTORS
	Students can now schedule an appointment with a Peer Mentor to talk about graduate and professional school opportunities by:
	Stopping by 1202 Campbell Monday - Friday from 9AM - 4PM or
	Emailing them directly (Bios and office hours are below. Please include all your availability during their hours for the next week.)
	Crystal Barajas - cbarajasrivera@college.ucla.edu (students interested in research Master's and PhD programs and Transfer student)
	Kaila Comerie - kcomerie@college.ucla.edu (students interested in professional programs)
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	AAP Unit Updates
	PEER LEARNING
	IMPORTANT DATES & WAYS TO GET SUPPORT
	Explore AAP’s Winter Peer Learning Drop-in Sessions for English Composition & Writing! Led by an English PLF, these sessions are designed to help you support your writing, strengthen your understanding, and succeed this quarter.
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	AAP Unit Updates
	VICE PROVOST INITIATIVE FOR PRE-COLLEGE SCHOLARS (VIPS)
	The VIP Scholars (VIPS) Program is moving forward strongly this academic year. We are pleased to share that we are working closely with LAUSD to continue providing critical pre-college support to students across LAUSD schools.
	Our Cohort 19 scholars (high school seniors) have successfully completed their UC, CSU, and other four-year university applications and are now actively applying for scholarships to support their college journeys. At the same time, our Cohort 20 scholars (high school juniors) are focused on maintaining academic competitiveness and preparing for the upcoming college application cycle.
	We also celebrate our Cohort 18 scholars, who have completed two quarters/semesters as college students. Those attending UCLA remain actively engaged in VIPS through our Education course, where they build strategies for college success, share resources, and strengthen their connection to the UCLA community.
	During winter quarter, VIPS hosted two key events: Saturday Academy and the Retention Refresher. Saturday Academy brought together Cohorts 19 and 20 scholars and their families for workshops led by VIPS staff, mentors, and Graduate Student Researchers. Topics included preparing for junior and senior year, academic strategies, college preparation, financial aid, and navigating the transition to college. The Saturday Academy also featured a Passion Panel for Cohort 20 scholars, with VIPS and UCLA alumni Sam James and Coleman Bryant, along with current UCLA Law student Noah Massillon, who shared their academic and professional journeys. The Retention Refresher supported current UCLA scholars across cohorts with guidance on summer opportunities, scholarship requirements, and campus resources, including the Career Center.
	We are incredibly proud of the dedication, resilience, and progress of our VIPS scholars at every stage of their journey.
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	SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
	Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship Application
	The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship uses endowed resources originated from the Arthur Ashe Learning Center (AALC) to promote service, scholarship, and sportsmanship–the very values Ashe stood for as a Bruin throughout his life. Although Arthur Ashe Jr. is a legend in many circles, there remains opportunity to spotlight the positive impacts he had on tennis, his commitment to improving social conditions, and his concern for public health and welfare. The scholarship will be awarded through the Academic Advancement Program (AAP) in collaboration with an AALC appointed committee. The award will be disbursed in the 2026-2027 academic year and is based on merit and need to student(s) who exemplify the ideals Ashe displayed as a UCLA student. The Arthur Ashe Legacy Scholarship is a highly esteemed award with multi-year opportunity and average of $7,000.
	Eligibility:
	Must be enrolled as a full-time student during the entire 2026-2027 academic year.
	GPA threshold of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale*
	U.S. Citizen

	Instructions:
	Your application and all supporting materials must be submitted by Thursday, April 30th 2026 by 5pm; no late or incomplete applications will be accepted.
	A completed application includes: 1. Essay: Answer the question in a 500-600 word essay describing activities, qualifications and connection to Arthur Ashe. 2. Two Letters of Recommendation: Both letters must be from individuals who are familiar with you.
	Essay Question:  Arthur Ashe was known for his multifaceted career in a variety of fields–scholarship, athletics, and humanitarianism. Is this a model you would like to emulate during your time at UCLA? If so, how?
	Please submit your application here: https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/ArthurAshe26 by Thursday, April 30th, 2026, by 5pm.
	For any questions, please send an email to: aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu
	*Final GPA will be retrieved by our office
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	SCHOLARSHIP FEATURE
	Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarship
	Wilson Academic Advancement Scholarships are awarded to academically strong first-year students who are committed to community service and plan to attend graduate or professional studies after receiving the baccalaureate degree. This is a three-year merit award, ranging between $1,500 to $6,000 per academic year. Award amounts are according to final GPA. Each Wilson Scholar will meet regularly with the professional staff of the AAP Counseling and Mentoring Programs to devise an academic plan leading to the pursuit of an advanced degree. Students will be paired with an AAP Graduate Mentor who will provide students with professional advice and mentoring in their areas of interest. Mentors also advise students on developing their resumes or curriculum vitae, personal and professional statements and obtaining strong letters of recommendations from professors and employers. Finally, Wilson Scholars are encouraged to participate in various programs within AAP and the College of Letters and Sciences, including but not limited to: College Honors, the McNair Research Scholars Program, MARC, and CARE.
	Eligibility:
	Be an AAP student
	Entered UCLA as a freshman in Fall 2025
	Have accumulated at least 26 units at UCLA during Fall 2025 and Winter 2026
	Demonstrate academic potential for graduate study
	Demonstrate financial need
	Express an interest in attending graduate or professional school
	Demonstrate an interest in community service
	Instructions: Your application and supporting materials must be submitted to https://sa.ucla.edu/forms/p/AAPWilson2026 by Thursday, April 30th, 2026 at 5pm. No late or incomplete applications will be accepted.

	A complete application includes:
	Updated unofficial transcript (DPR is not acceptable)
	Copy of your Financial Aid Award Notice (FAN)
	One letter of support from a UCLA Faculty member or Teaching Assistant discussing your academic potential and interest in community service and graduate or professional school.
	*For any questions, please send an email to aapscholarship@college.ucla.edu
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	AAP HAPPENINGS
	01.
	SPRING HAPPENINGS
	2026
	Computer Lounge is Open!
	CAPS Drop-In Hours at AAP Spring Quarter 2026
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	02.

	SPRING HAPPENINGS
	2026
	Freshman Summer Program Application
	Know any incoming Bruins?  Encourage them to apply to our summer bridge program!

	High Aims Program Application
	Apply to HIGH AIMS by April 27th!
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	03.

	SPRING HAPPENINGS
	2026
	Interested in Becoming a PLF?
	PLF Application Information
	Want Writing Support?


	Find us at
	CAMPBELL HALL OR  WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU
	Follow our units on IG
	Academic Advancement Program (AAP) @aapucla
	Peer Counseling @aap_peercounseling
	McNair: @ucla_mcnairscholar
	Peer Learning: @aap_peerlearning
	Vice Provost's Initiative for Pre-College Scholars: @thevipscholars
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	AAP  Fall Recap
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	AAP Winter  Student Profile
	McNair Research 2026-2027 Scholars Cohort
	The UCLA McNair ScholarsProgramis proudto announceits newestcohort of Research
	Scholars. Underthe guidanceof faculty advisors and graduate mentors,these scholars will prepare for applying to graduate school, participate in an intensive summer research institute, and complete an independent research project over the two-year long program.
	Alejandra De La Rosa-Martinez
	Awa Ouattara International Development Studies & Political Science Chelsea Mora Psychology Christine Joseph
	Eugenio Serna Spanish Gwendolyn Perez-Campelo

	Hamza El Lahib
	Jocelyn Serrano
	Julian Jenkins

	Dr. Doby Lecture Recap
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	AAP Unit Updates
	GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL (GPS) EXPLORATION SERVICES
	Graduate & Professional School (GPS) Exploration Services With an emphasis on social justice, equity, and representation, Graduate & Professional School (GPS) Exploration Services helps AAP students develop their interests, life experiences, and career competencies as they explore their post-baccalaureate goals. The GPS Office also sponsors several research programs for sophomores, juniors, and seniors. These programs receive funding from the UCLA Division of Undergraduate Education, the US Department of Education, and/or the Academic Advancement Program.
	GPS offers the following cohort-based research programs:
	Arts Initiative
	Research Rookies (STEM)
	UndocuBruins
	Community Development and Social Justice
	Research Rookies
	Educators for Tomorrow
	WWW.AAP.UCLA.EDU UCLA AAP
	VOLUME 5



	WINTER 2026

	AAP Athletic Day
	In partnership with UCLA Athletics, the AAP community celebrated AAP Day at the UCLA Women’s Basketball game vs. Ohio State on Wednesday, February 5, 2026 at Pauley Pavilion. An amazing gathering of AAP scholars, AAP/CCCP staff, FTSP faculty, the AAP Advisory Council, along with family, friends and campus partners shared in the joy of an unforgettable victory. Before the game, the AAP Athletics team put together an incredible pre-event that emphasized the years-long partnership with AAP. AAP Athletic Day provided us with the opportunity to unite and celebrate this spectacular win as an AAP community.
	AAP is incredibly grateful to Kenny Donaldson, Pam Walker, Brianna Hutchings & the rest of the Athletics Team for making this event possible!
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	WINTER 2026

	Carter-Huggins Annual Memorial Event
	UCLA’s Afrikan Student Union (ASU) and AAP hosted its annual Commemoration for two murdered UCLA students, Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter and John Huggins, Jr., on February 20th.
	DID YOU KNOW? On January 17, 1969, two UCLA High Potential Program students, Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter and John Huggins, Jr., were assassinated in 1201 Campbell Hall. The assassination took place after a student meeting to decide qualifications for the selection of the first director of the newly-formed Afro-American Studies Center. The assassinations were characterized in the press as being the result of an ongoing feud between two militant Black organizations, the Black Panther Party and the US organization, which supported different candidates for the director position. Both Carter and Huggins were leaders of the Los Angeles division of the Black Panther Party. Three members of US were convicted of the murders. Many speculate, however, that the assassination was instigated by the FBI’s COINTELPRO which, at the time, was engaged in a clandestine campaign to eliminate the Black Panther Party. Note: COINTELPRO is an acronym for a series of FBI counterintelligence programs designed to neutralize political “dissidents”. From 1956 to 1971, COINTELPRO broadly targeted radical political organizations.
	Sponsored by UCLA’s Afrikan Student Union (ASU) and the Academic Advancement Program (AAP)




